Low levels of ras p21 oncogene expression correlates with clinical outcome in head and neck squamous cell carcinoma.
We have previously demonstrated that the Ha-ras and the Ki-ras oncogenes are overexpressed in squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck. In this study we have used the Y13-259 monoclonal antibody to p21 ras to determine if expression of the ras oncoprotein correlates with any of the clinico-pathological parameters or with survival in 69 patients with squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck. Forty-four specimens were from patients with previously untreated tumours and 25 from patients with previously treated disease. We have found a correlation between low levels of ras expression and the disease-free survival period in patients with previously untreated tumours. Three per cent of the patients with ras negative staining were alive 60 months after diagnosis, whereas 54 per cent of the patients with positive staining were still alive after the same time period (P less than 0.05).